
 
  

 

 

 

NEW: BCS CELL PHONE AND ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY 

 

OVERVIEW: Beginning in the 2025-26 school year, in accordance with 

New York State Law (https://www.ny.gov/programs/distraction-free-schools-

implementation-resources), Brooklyn Charter School is updating its policy 

regarding the use of personal internet-enabled electronic devices- including 

cell phones in school.  This change supports New York State’s intent to 

create distraction-free schools 

(https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/Cell-Phone-Ban-

Overview_Findings_Recommendations.pdf) and aims to ensure a safe and 

focused learning environment for our students. 

 

What is the new policy?  Is this a “cell phone ban”? 

Beginning in the 2025-26 school year, students will not be able to use 

personal internet-enabled electronic devices on school grounds during the 

school day absent of an approved exception.  This includes, but is not 

limited to, cell phones. 

 

What is a “personal internet-enabled electronic device’? 

A personal internet-enabled device is any electronic device not issued by 

Brooklyn Charter School or the New York City Department of Education 

that can connect to the internet, allowing the user to access content online.  

Examples of these personal devices include: 

 Communication Devices: cell phones, smartphones and smartwatches 

 Computing Devices: laptops, tablets, iPads, etc. 

 Portable Music and Entertainment Systems: MP3 players and gaming 

consoles 

*The policy does not restrict the use of school issued devices, such as 

laptops and Chromebooks, for their intended purpose.  Students will be able 

to utilize their BCS-issued devices for classwork and other in-school 

assignments. 
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How is the “school day” defined under this policy?  Does it include after 

school activities? How are “school grounds” defined? 

This policy applies from “bell to bell” which means students are not 

permitted to use their personal devices throughout the entire school day.  The 

“school day” covers all instructional and non-instructional time, including 

homeroom periods, lunch and recess.  This policy is in effect during the after 

school hours as well.  “School grounds” means in, on or within any building, 

structure, athletic playing field, playground or land contained within the real 

property of the school. 

 

Is my child allowed to bring their device to school?  What will they do 

with it once the school day begins?  How will I be able to reach my child 

during the day, or in the event of an emergency? 

Yes, students are allowed to bring their device to school, but they must be 

stored during the school day.  A BCS Administrator will be assigned to your 

child’s grade and devices will be collected and stored in a secure storage 

system and location at BCS.   Devices will be returned to students at the end 

of the school day. 

 

BCS Contact Numbers during the school day: 

BCS School Landline: 718-302-2085 ext.3271 or 3273 

BCS Cell Phone: 347-206-1866 

 

If there is an emergency involving your child, and you have informed the 

Principal or other school staff members about the specific nature of the 

emergency, your child will be allowed to use their device to contact you. 

 

BCS students will have access to a school phone line that will allow them to 

make emergency phone calls when necessary.  We implore our families to 

become familiar with the above BCS contact information.  In the event of an 

emergency at school, school faculty will always contact student families 

directly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Are there any exceptions? 

Yes.  Devices may be utilized: 

 

 For educational purposes, as directed by teachers and authorized by 

school leadership only. 

 By students with medical conditions that require the use of 

electronic devices to monitor them, such as glucose monitors for 

diabetes.  In this case, parents should inform the school and provide 

any necessary documentation to ensure proper authorization and 

usage. 

 For translation services, to assist students who need language 

support not currently provided by their school. 

 If required by an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 

Plan. 

 In individual emergency situation, when the parent has notified 

school leadership of the specific nature of the emergency. 

 Where otherwise required by the law, this includes situations where 

federal, state, or local laws mandate the use of such devices for 

specific purposes. 

 

What happens if my child uses their device without permission during 

the school day? 

If a BCS student uses their device without permission during the school day, 

they may be subject to progressive discipline in accordance with the BCS 

Discipline Policy.  This means that BCS will use a series of escalating 

interventions and consequences to address the behavior based on the nature 

of the frequency of the violation.   

 

Students who violate this policy may even have their unauthorized devices 

confiscated.  In that event, affected families will be contacted by school 

administration, and devices will be returned in accordance with the BCS 

Discipline Policy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Will families be responsible for the cost of storing devices? 

No.  BCS must provide a storage method for storing student devices. 

 

What happens if a student’s device is stolen or damaged? 

If a student reports an electronic device is stolen or damaged at school, BCS 

will: 

 Notify the family 

 File an incident report 

 Notify the New York City Police Department (NYPD) if theft or other 

criminal activity is suspected 

 Investigate the allegations and take appropriate disciplinary action in 

accordance with the BCS Discipline Policy and the NYCPS 

Discipline Code (https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/know-your-

rights/discipline-code). 

 

 

 


